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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 2769 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, RP 

SUBJECT: MINDANAO CEASEFIRE SITUATION (AND RADIO MALAYSIA COMMENT) 
REF: MANILA 2453 

1 . INFORMATION AVAILABLE EMBASSY INDICATES THAT CEASEFIRE 
STILL GENERALLY HOLDING THROUGHOUT MUSLIM AREAS OF MINDANAO, 
ALTHOUGH WITH SOME VIOLATIONS. HOWEVER, SITUATION CONTINUING 
TENSE WITH MUSLIM AND CHRISTIAN ELEMENTS JOCKEYING FOR POSITION 
IN MIDST OF HIGH UNCERTAINTY REGARDING FORM THAT PROPOSED 
"AUTONOMOUS REGION” WILL TAKE. LOCAL PRESS CONTINUES TO 
REPORT (CONTRARY TO FACTS AS WE UNDERSTAND THEM) THAT TRIPOLI 
NEGOTIATIONS ARE PROCEEDING WITHOUT MAJOR HITCH, AND THAT 
PLEBISCITE (NOW OFFICIALLY POSTPONED UNTIL MARCH 17) WILL TAKE 
PLACE AS ANNOUNCED. THE FOLLOWING INCIDENTS ARE INDICATIVE OF 
MALAISE BENEATH SURFACE. 

2. SERIOUS AMBUSH OF BUS TOOK PLACE AT LUMATIL NORTH OF 
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GENERAL SANTOS CITY, SOUTH COTOBATO, ON FEBRUARY 16. 

ARMED MEN (PRESUMED MUSLIMS) ATTACKED BUS KILLING FIVE 
PASSENGERS, THEN HELD REMAINING PASSENGERS FOR 18 HOURS. 

DEAD INCLUDED WIFE OF MAYOR OF KIAMBA TOWN WHO OWNED 
BUS. MAYOR SUBSEQUENTLY LED PRELIMINARY ATTACK ON 
AMBUSHERS IN RETALIATION, BUT WAS REPULSED. ARMY THEN 
SENT IN TWO BATTALIONS AND AS OF FEBRUARY 22 SOME 
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HOSTILITIES CONTINUING IN VICINITY LUMATIL. LOCATION IS 
FEW KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF MAJOR U.S.-OWNED DOLE PINE- 
APPLE PLANTATION AT POLOMOLOC. GENERAL MANAGER OF 
PLANTATION (WHO PROVIDED INFORMATION ABOVE) SAYS AREA 
IN QUESTION HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY BEEN FOCAL POINT OF REBEL 
ACTIVITY. INCIDENT REPORTED BRIEFLY IN TIMES JOURNAL 
ON FEBRUARY 24. ALTHOUGH MOTIVATION OF AMBUSHERS 
UNCLEAR, CONCLUSION IS INEVITABLY BEING DRAWN THAT 
EPISODE MAY RELATED TO PLEBISCITE, IN WHICH (IF IT 
TAKES PLACE) FURTURE OF SOUTH COTOBATO WILL BE MAJOR 
ISSUE. 

3. ALSO INDICATIVE WERE RECENT REMARKS OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT UNDERSEC SOCRATES DURING MEETING WITH PRO- 
VINCIAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICIALS ON FEBRUARY 22. SOCRATES 
REMARKED THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO RETURN IMMEDIATELY TO 
PALAWAN TO CONTINUE PREPARATIONS FOR PLEBISCITE AND 
COUNTERACT ALLEGED TAGALOG BROADCASTS ON RADIO MALAYSIA. 
ACCORDING SOCRATES THESE BROADCASTS ARE URGING PEOPLE IN 
PALAWAN AND ELSEWHERE TO VOTE "YES' 1 ON PLEBISCITE WITH 
WARNING THAT IF THEY DID NOT DO SO, THEIR PROVINCES 
WOULD MISS OUT ON MASSIVE INFUSION OF LIBYAN AND OTHER 
MIDDLE EASTERN MONEY TO SUPPORT AUTONOMOUS REGION. 
SOCRATES ALSO REFERRED TO PROPAGANDA FROM SABAH URGING 
MINDANAO CHRISTIANS TO VOTE "YES' 1 IN PLEBISCITE. 

(FEBRUARY 24 VALENCIA COLUMN OBSERVES THAT PHILIPPINE 
RADIO STATIONS USING ANTIQUATED EQUIPMENT ARE "DROWNED 
OUT BY RADIO PEKING, RADIO MALAYSIA, RADIO SABAH AND 
RADIO TAIPEI.") 
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4. COMMENT: THIS IS SECOND TIME IN RECENT WEEKS THAT WE 
HAVE NOTED GOP IRRITATION OVER RADIO MALAYSIA COMMENTARY 
ON MINDANAO DEVELOPMENTS. MALAYSIAN EMBOFF INFORMED US 
LAST JUNE THAT PM ONN AGREED AT ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING TO 
STOP MINDANAO-DIALECT RADIO MALAYSIA BROADCASTS WHICH 
HAD BEEN PRO-REBEL IN TONE. HOWEVER NO SUCH AGREEMENT 
APPARENTLY REACHED REGARDING TAGALOG OR ENGLISH TRANS- 
MISSIONS. EMBASSY DOES NOT HAVE CONFIRMED VERSION OF 
RECENT BROADCASTS NOR IS IT CLEAR TO US WHY MALAYSIANS 
ARE RISHING REOPENING OLD WOUNDS IN THIS FASHION. 

SULLIVAN 
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